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Earth Storytelling: Nature, Climate, Resistance
ENST 594
Spring 2022
Mark Sundeen
Office Hours: Tuesday 1-3 PM. Thursday 1-2.
In this seminar we will consider works of environmental literature, both as creators and
as critics. We will examine works of fiction, essay, memoir, literary journalism, science
fiction, poetry, and film that interrogate the human relationship with nature, climate
change, and racial justice. We will look both at the writer’s craft as well as overarching
thematic concerns. Students may choose to write analytical or creative papers.
Texts
Rise: Standing Rock (documentary film, in class)
Yellow Bird, Sierra Crane Murdoch
Heart Berries, Terese Mailhot
Love Medicine, Louise Erdrich
Stolen: The Search for Jermain (Podcast. Free online)
The Red Deal , The Red Nation
Black Nature: Four Centuries of African American Nature Poetry
A River Runs Through It, Norman Maclean
Borderlands/La Frontera, Gloria Anzaldua
The Devil’s Highway, Urrea
Parable of the Sower, Octavia Butler
The Man Who Quit Money, Mark Sundeen
Rising, Elizabeth Rush
Course Reader (purchase at Paw Prints in Mansfield Library)
Course Reader Contents
Pastoralia, George Saunders
Big Two Hearted River, Hemingway
Is All Writing Environmental Writing?, Camille Dungy
The Bear, Galway Kinnel
Beyond Environmentalism, Andrew Curley
Why I Am Not Going to Buy a Computer, Wendell Berry
Requirements
• Write 8 responses to course readings, 500-1000 words, which may be analytical,
creative, and/or personal
• Create one work of 10-20 pages that incorporates techniques studied in the
course. May be personal essay, academic analysis, fiction, memoir, poetry. I’m
open to graphic novels and film as well.
• Keep a journal to cultivate your practice of writing, with the goal of 1 pager per
day, 5 days a week. There will be some specific assignments.
• Read aloud to class from your work for 5-10 minutes

•

Give a presentation and/or lead a discussion on one of the assigned works for 2030 minutes.

Purposes & Outcomes: To acquire understanding of some of the predominant
traditions, concerns, forms, and diversity of American writing about climate change and
the movement to stop it; to broaden and challenge the conceptions we and others may
have about the boundaries and implications of nature writing; to relate and orient these
understandings and broadened conceptions to the ideas and approaches in 13 powerful
21st-century environmental books with very different subjects and perspectives; to
reflect and express in your own writing the inquiry, analysis, discovery, delight, and/or
misgivings discovered in these readings and our discussions.
Equal Access. If you have a disability that requires accommodation, please notify me
as soon as possible so that we can work together to address your needs.
COVID. UM recommends that students get the COVID-19 vaccine. Please direct
questions or concerns about vaccines to Curry Health Center. Mask use is required
within the classroom. Seating arrangements (sitting in the same spot each class period)
and daily class attendance will be used to support contact tracing efforts if needed.
Drinking liquids and eating food is discouraged within the classroom. If you feel sick
and/or are exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms, please don’t come to class and contact the
Curry Health Center at (406) 243-4330. If you are required to isolate or quarantine, you
will receive support in the class to ensure continued academic progress. Quarantining
students should not expect the class to be changed to a hybrid structure, however, and
may be assigned short homeworks to serve the place of classroom activities.
All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to an
academic penalty by the course instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by the
University. All students need to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code:
(http://www.umt.edu/vpsa/policies/student_conduct.php).

